Red Knights International Firefighters Motorcycle Club®
International Board of Directors

Nominee Profile

Region 5 Director
1) Personal Profile 

a) Name: Joel Nelson
b) A.K.A. / Nick Name: Hambone
c) City, State / Province, Country: New Hope, MN, USA
d) Other (optional):  Current MN State Rep
2) Red Knights Information 

a) Current Home Chapter: MN4
b) Positions Held at Chapter, State/ Provincial, International Level: MN4 Treasurer, VP & President; MN State Rep
c) Years (total) In RKIFMC: 20 in July of 2025
d) Other (optional):
3) Fire Service Affiliation 

a) Name of Department(s): New Hope Fire Department; West Metro Fire Rescue District
b) Number of Years in Department(s):32 in August of 2025
c) Positions Held: Firefighter, LT, Captain, Assistant Chief (I currently serve as the full-time chief of administration doing primarily HR functions)
d) Function (Check all that apply/applied with X): Fire Suppression X, Rescue X, Haz-Mat X,   
EMS X, Instructor X, Investigation   , Fire Prevention_X  , Dispatch/Fire Alarm   , Fleet Maintenance_, Auxiliary/Support   , Other   (Provide Explanation):
e) Organization Type: Public X, Private    , Industrial   , Wildland   , Military   , Other   (Describe):

f) Other (optional):  SFC, Armor Platoon Sergeant, US Army National Guard (retired with 22 years of service)
4) Platform for Election
a) Primary reason(s) for running: I have a deep passion for the Red Knights. I attend several regional rallies each year and have participated in every ABM Convention since 2015. My leadership experience spans both the fire department, where I have served as an officer since 2007, and the military, where I held leadership roles from 1992 to 2006. With this background, I believe I can be a valuable addition to the leadership of this incredible club.
b) Vision for future of RKIFMC:  I believe this club is in a good place, Region 5 has been well led by Lance Coit. I aim to continue along that path, maintaining the club’s positive direction. My focus is not on implementing drastic changes but rather on reducing unnecessary rules and regulations. I want to foster an environment that prioritizes family, fun, brotherhood, and camaraderie. My goal is to keep our club centered on riding and enjoying ourselves, rather than being burdened by excessive procedures and guidelines.
5) Other:  I plan to retire in 2026 when we are moving into an RV and traveling full time, this will provide me with time to travel the region meeting members and helping chapters grow, be active and become their best.
By replying Yes to Agree and providing electronic signature and date below the Nominee attests to:

a. having reviewed the requirements of Section 3:02 Qualifications and Election of the Constitution and By-Laws of The Red Knights International Firefighters Motorcycle Club Inc., and

b. the information provided by the Nominee above is accurate, and
c. authorizes review of qualifications by the International Nominating Committee, and 

d. authorizes information to be published on the International Webpage 

Agree:                 Yes                                                                                                             
Signature: 
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Date:  

April 2, 2025

To Be Completed by Nominating Committee


Date Received: 4/2/25


Nomination requirements complete: Yes X No ⁪


Signature Chairperson:  Thomas L. Caisse


Date: 4/5/25


Nominated by: Shawn Thorud			Office: President	Home Chapter:	MN4


Nominated by: Jonathan Anderson		Office: President	Home Chapter:	ND1


	











